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CourtToOrderGirl'sReturninAbuseCase
By PHANN ANA
THE CAMBODIA DAilY

Phnom Penh Municipal Court
on Thursday said it will order
child rights workers to return a
14-year-old girl to her parents,
one week after she was taken into
custody followingallegations that
she was abused by an Austrian
man since she was 9.

Staff at the child protection
NGO Action Pour 1es Enfunts took

the girl into custody following a
police raid Nov 6 on the Phnom
Penh hotel room of Ernst 1van-

kowitsch, 73. The girl was discov-
ered naked, and 1vankowitsch was
caught on videotape by police clad
only in his undeIWear.

Lawyers for the NGO were
seeking custody of the girL claim-
ing that her parents were complic-
it in their daughter's abuse and
that they had inflated the girfs age
to 16 to ensure 1vankowitsch's re-
lease from court last Friday.
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"She willreturn home," Investi-
gating Judge Kim Sophorn said
after interviewing the girl at the
court on Thursday.

"I will let her go home [Friday]
after I talk With the prosecutor.
She told me she volunteered to
sleep with that man, and she told
me that she is 16 years old," Kim
Sophorn said.

Child rights workers and a
lawyer-appointed by Action
Pour les Enfants-representing
the girl, claimed Thursday the
girl was pressured into inflating
her age.

"Duringher stay at [the Cam-
bodian Women's' CrisisCenter]
she spoke frankly and happily
that she was14,"CWCCmonitor
Nop Sarin Sreiroth said at the
courthouse. "Justa few minutes
after meeting her mother she
changed the confession," Nop
SarinSreirothsaid

Kim Sophornmade the Nov7
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decision to release 1vankowitsch
after the girfs parents presented
documents claiming their daugh-
ter was 16. The girl's mother,
Meung Mach, and father, Bun
Man, told reporters Sunday their
daughter was, in :fact,14 and they
had misinformed the court be-
cause they were "confused" and
wanted the suspect released.

Bin Lorn, chief of Boeng Turn-
pun commune in Meanchey dis-
trict, also stated in a letter on
Thursday that he was pressured
by the mother to write the letter
stating the girl was 16.

Bout Sophorn,the lawyerwork-
ing on behalf of the girLissued let-
ters on Thursday asking em-
bassies in Phnom Penh to help
keep Ernst 1vankowitsch in
Cambodia by not issuing him
entry visas to their countries.

1vankowitsch's whereabouts
are not known, Bout Sophorn
said.
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