NGO Condemns Judge of 2 Pedophilia Cases
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A child rights NGO is urging
the Supreme Council of Magistra-
cv to investigate and “strictly pun-
ish” a Phnom Penh judge, accus-
ing him of wrongfully acquitting
two alleged foreign pedophiles.
Action Pour Les Enfants filed
two complaints Thursday against
Kong Sarith, a presiding judge at
Phnom Penh Municipal Court, for
acquitting Canadian Orville Mader
and Dutchman Rene Paul Martin
Aubel on July 16 and Aug 19
respectively, APLE said.
The judge’s decision to acquit
the two men “is very unfair for

the kids and their families,” APLE
wrote in their complaints.

Mader and Aubel were arrest-
ed and charged with sexually
abusing under-age boys earlier in
the year.

Contacted by telephone Friday,
Kong Sarith defended his deci-
sion to acquit the two men.

“They are not guilty,” Kong
Sarith said. “What I did is in
accordance with the law.”

In a copy of an e-mail written by
Mader before his Feb 12 arrest,
to a friend in Vietnam named
Chris, Mader details his sexual
encounters with underage boys
in Phnom Penh.

The e-mail was obtained from

APLE Friday, and its authenticity
has been verified by Interior
Ministry officials, according to
signatures on the copy.

“Most of the boys are homeless
and range in age from 10 to 14,”
Mader wrote. “T am having a won-
derful time with them sexually.”

Mader wrote that he paid the
bovs between S1 and S2 for their
services. Some of the boys were
beggars, others shoe-shine boys,
and some sniffed ghie.

“One day I had seven boys
staying with me,” he wrote.

Mader also refers to several vis-
its to the Svay Pak brothel village
on the outskirts of Phnom Penh
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and recalls encounters with boys
in Ho Chi Minh City.

‘The boys in Ho Chi Minh City
“were either there just for the
money or weren't very interested
in the sexual part,” he wrote,

Police at the Ministry of Interior
went through Mader's email and

“certified clearly that Mader is a
pedophile,” Mey Vannak, APLE
project coordinator said in a Friday
interview. “But it was denied by
the judge.”

Mader appears to have left
Cambodia after his acquittal, said
Damaudet Thierry, APLE presi-
dent.

“We don't see [Mader] any
more. We think maybe he has
gone back to Japan or Vietnam,”
Thierry said in an interview
Friday. “We are trying to find
him, but it's not easy, of course.”

The other suspect, Aubel, a tall
man with a handlebar mustache,
gained notoriety after his arrest
due to a furry hat shaped like a
lion’s head that he wore in public
to attract children.

Police raided Aubel's Phnom
Penh guest house room April 1.
Copies of photos seized from his
suitcase seen Friday show Aubel
fondling pre-pubescent naked

Other photos show underage
boys naked in bed with Aubel, as
well as naked underage boys
showering and touching their
genitalia.

Kong Sarith had access to both
Mader’s email and Aubel's pho-
tographs before he acquitted the
pair, Mey Vannak said.

“This evidence was in the case
file, so [Kong Sarith] had to see it
before he made the judgment,”
Mey Vannak said. “We believe he
saw all of this evidence.”

Aubel performed oral sex on
most of the boys, according to
their testimonies, Mey Vannak
said.

Aubel told police he had visited
Cambodia nine times, and that he
had had oral sex with uncerage






