o S U et U

L T

—— g AV N e T 7]

|

German National Is Charged With Debauchery

By Prak CuHan THuL
AND ETHAN Pravr
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

A German national was
charged with debauchery by the
Siem Reap Provincial Court on
Wednesday following a police
investigation into an alleged sexu-
al relationship with a 14-year-old
boy, Investigating Judge Ang
Mealtey said Thursday.

Tim Edward Schmidt, 35, was
arrested Monday following state-
ments to police by the alleged vic-
tim that Schmidt had molested
him many times, most recently at
Popeye Angkor Guesthouse on
Sunday night, said Sun Bun-
thormg, the provincial anti-human
trafficking and juvenile protection
bureau police chief.

The victim was not paid by

Schmidt but was promised a trip
abroad, Sun Bunthorng said, add-
ing that Schmidt was unemploy-
ed.

The suspect arrived in Cambo-
dia in 2000 and had been in and
out of the country since then, visit-
ing Siem Reap repeatedly, he said.

The victim's mother is the sus-
pect’s landlord at a rented house
in Angkor Thom district, Sun
Bunthorng added. Lim Sour, a
manager at the Popeye Angkor
Guesthouse, said it was the first
time a customer at the hotel had
been arrested for alleged de-
bauchery. The victim's mother
was reportedly dating the suspect,
according to Beatrice Magnier, di-
rector of anti-pedophile NGO
Action Pour Les Enfants, which
brought the case to the police’s

attention during a general invest-
gation into Siem Reap pedophilia.

She said the suspect had made
frequent visits to Siem Reap and
had usually stayed in his rented
house. The APLE investigation
team became suspicious when
they saw the suspect alone with
the boy and noticed he was stay-
ing at the guesthouse rather than
his rented home.

Ang Mealtey said that the moth-
er was previously unaware of the
alleged molestation but was un-
happy about the arrest because
she knew the suspect.

Magnier said the results of
APLE's investigation of pedophilia -
in Siem Reap and other cities
were nol yet finished but might be
made available to the public in a
fewmonths.



