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entwinto commercial sex" 
According to Brown, within the 

- 
virgin@ trade, 27 percent of the 
women and girls involved said 
they experienced overt force, 
while 74 percent of those who 
sold their virginity were under 18 
at the time and 14 percent were 
under the age of 15. 

Brown added that women and 
girls were often deceived into 
providing sexual services after 
being recruited into non sex- 
trade jobs, such as putting ice 
into customers' glasses at a 
karaoke bar. 

The practice of virginity selling 
has become much more covert in 
recent years, and is arranged by 
Sman, mobile groups of broken, 
Brown added 

'Before, everyone knew that it 
was going on," she said. 

'?people don't talk about it any- 
more ... whoever is ananging the 
deals makes sure that no one 
knows, and if they say anything, 
they wiIl violently threaten them," 
she added. 

Keo Thea, deputy director of 
Phnom Penh's anti-trafficking 
police, said that police made reg- 

ments were often foreign Asian 

Last yw police an-& around Asian 
nat+fbr s a  ofmes and sex tr&king, while 
there were only about 10 a w e  of Westmers~ 
the same crimes. 

ular arrests of Korean, Chinese, 
and Japanese men-as well as 
Cambodian nationals-for traf- 
ficking and debauchery, but their 
crimes were less visile because 
media outlets neglected to cover 
the issue, preferring instead to 
focus on Westerners. 

Last year, police arrested 
around 20 foreign Asian nationals 
for s e ~  offenses and sex M c k -  
ing, while there were only about 
10 arrests of Westerners for the 
samecrimes,KeoTheasaid. 

'We don't discriminate and 
arrest only Western men. Most of 
the cases are Khmer men, [but] 
some print media, foreign media 
don't focus on W he said. 

A representative h m  the Irrter- 
national Justice Mission said that 
Westem peqxbbrs  and cases of 
sexual exploitation tended to be 
more high profile because they 
o h  could be prosecuted in their 
countries of origin. 

The representative added that 

Western countries-mast promi- 
nently the US, the UK, and Aus- 
tralia-were also the leading d e  
nors to Cambodia's anti-traftick- 
mg efforts. 

"One of the motivations [for 
donor aid] may k..that they don't 
want their nationals to &end, and 
iftheydo&d,theyhavelawsto 
SUCCE&& arrest them," the JJh4 
representativesaid 

Keo Thea said, however, that it 
w a s m o r e ~ a d t f o r h i s ~ t o  
investigate trafficking and sex 
crimes in more upscale entertain- 
ment estabiishments m Cambcdia 

"Ihe new style is more secret, 
not like brothel areas," he said. 
'We need to dress our officers up 
like businessmen to reach them," 
he added 

Keo ?ha also said that trafiick- 
ing networks were prima& run 
by ethnic Vietnamese and Cam- 
bodian nationals. He added, how- 
ever, that virginity brokers within 
karaoke bars and other establish- 

nationals, including Chi&e and 
Japanese, but denied that foreign 
Mafia or organized crime gangs 
were running the operations. 

Police have made "a lot" of ar- 
rests of virginity buyers, man- 
agers, and traflickers, Keo Thea 
said, though he did not have the 
errad @ures on hand. 

Samleang Seila, country direc- 
tor for Adion Pour Les Enbnts, 
said that buying a young woman's 
vjrginity was a cukuml behavior 
specific to Asian nationals, which 
was why Westerners made up 
only a W o n  of the clientele. 

According to the IOM report, 
sex with a virgin is believed to 
have a "rejuvenating and purify- 
ing e f f d  on the buyer. 

Samleang Seila a h  noted that 
h s e x t o ~ i n c a m b o d i a a r e  
a less visible group than the% 
Western counterparts, not just 
because of their etbpicity but also 
because of the locations they fi-e 
quented and their approaches to 
hking for sex 

Brown agreed that soaJled "sex- 
@--a play on the word expat& 
ate--communities of Western 
clients in Cambodia are "quite loud 
and in visible places, Asian [sex] 
tourism happens behinds closed 
doors." (Addit iml reporting by 
SZingSoenthrith) 


