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Land-Clearing Suspect Injured by RCAP Fire
By NEOU VANNARIN effort In take outthetiresofthe trae- The two drivers, Tern Ra and his

THE CAMBOOIA DAILY tors.Three othersoldiers then am brother, Prak Heng, 25, claim they
A tractordriver in Kampotpro- opened lire, sprayingthe tractors had been plowing furmland. in Prey

vince S11SPCded of illegally cIe3ring withbullets, he said. Once the mo Leav village when they were ap-
land was injuredWednesday after tors' tires were fiat, the soldiers ad- JI1)OCilcd by the Foresl:Adrninistra-
RCAF soldiers opened lire on his verced onthevehicles, !lying top.ill lionandtold tosop,
and another tractor when they ap- thedriverswt,OuHansan On Thursday, PrakHeng said
""",Ily failed to obeya rommand The F"""'Y_00 has they had donewhattheoffida],ask-
lDhalt.offida],.ooThursday, been working hard to fight illegal edardentbejard, buttheshooting

A distrid: foresby official daimed deforestation in the area, district started about 1km from thevillage
that the injured man, Tern Ra, 20, Forestry Adrninistrntion chiefChar when thesodersshowcd up.
had been ;,;,red byhiIting hishead VangJy said "Onesolder took a haOOgw> &><I
00 the1ndDr, but theinjured man's The tractors had been asked to shot at my brother, and another
brcthcrsaidlhatTmtRa'sheadwas stop because officials suspected ~ me out ofmy tractor," Peak
grazed bya buIlt1fired byasoldia". theywere beingusedtodearforest, Heng claimed "He tried to shoot

The shooting started at about and the Forestry Administration my brother to death,but the gun
1:30 pm in Chhuk district's Tra- wanted to irM.'stigate, am Vangly ran out of bulletsand my brother
~ HUaing commune when one said. The drivers bOO attempted to usedhis1eftanntopanylthegun]."
soldier QIX11ed fire in an~ to get:away:from theofficials and that TernRa wastakento thehospital
step the tractors, _ oommune waswben the~ started, he _ abullet,...",d his head&><I he
rclkedUefOuHansarl said, adding, however, that no wasurconscous fuca wlille. Flak

Onesoder usedahandgun inan shootinghadbeen aimed atpeople. Hengsaid

Schools Slowly Reopen as Flooding Subsides

"international community" to pro­
ducetheNGO law, and that9.1dI a
law isanecessi1y.

"We have observed that some
NGOs areserving as politcal tools
for IXllitical parties," Interior Min­
istry spokesmanUeutenant Gen­
<rnI Kruw ~.ooThursday,

wrbere are2,000 NGOs, onlya
few NGOs have complained," he
added.

Thun Saray, president of local
hwnanrightsgroop Adhoc, saidhe
feared the law woold heU>;c<\ by the
government to either shut down
0fg<lIlizali0ns orcontrol their finan.
daIbudgt<;,

"NGOsI>m<nl done m>ythmg lD
<listln'b the oounby md !hepeqie;
ThtmSaray sail

''We have helped the country.
Why is the government concerned
aboo.t theNGOs?" heaskcrl.

the damagebecause most of the
schools arestill ingoodshape.

The water is still50 on deep in
Chea Sim Chamroeunrnth and it
wiD probably take alleasttwo weeks
before it can open again, the
school's director Dy Kasal said
Thursday. The water has caused
_ ""'- to the buMings,
desksandchars, hesaid

"I need at least oneyw to repair
the school" Dy KDsaI sad, esimat­
ing the costof the repairs to be at
1east$7,<XXl,

On Thursday, District Governor
Klaing Huot said authorities are
working on a plan to~ such
ecensse flooding from haR:Jening
again, adding thatsucha plan bas
_ been gMn tothe munidpal

publkw""""lep,,,",,,"tfuc""""'.

to:IiI! theland, butWI;: neversee any
results," said Hai Chanserey Va­
thana, principal of Chamroeun­
cheath secondary high school,
which was oneofthefirst schools to
open about five weeks ago. Hai
Chanserey VaJ!lana sail heneeded
at least onenewclassroom building
and that he had filed many com­
....... buthad not '" received ""
helpfrommnhorities.

CheaSim Chamroeunrath high
school is theonlyschool in thearea.m _ by fuxxling, =nfing
to Urn Hoenmg, municipal educa­
tion department dUd. but <udents
can stilluse classrooms in the pn.
mmyschool """,""hem

He blamed the 600ding on 1XlO1"
drainagesystans inthearea, buthe
was not wonied about thecost: of

More Pressing Issues Than NGO Law: Group
"There aremany other laws" of

greater Jri:;rity, CHRAC wrote in a
letterdatedwednesday, refemng
to, among others, the long-awaited
aiminal code, antkonuption law,
freedom of information 1aw,Iaw on
the statute ofjudges and the Su­
"""'"CoundI ofM>gistr.q.

1he laws, asmentioned, arevery
important for legal and judicial
refonns and good governance,
[and] for ensuringfor transparen.
cy,~ CHRAC wrote.

Despite the government's poor
impression of NGOs. suchgrouP:!
for 15 years have contributed
"IM!ornl md materiaI_lDthe
Cambodianpeoplewho are poor
and vulnerable due to the lackof
state services access ,~ CHRAC-­CPPIawmaIrer CheamYeap saX:I
the guvemment isworlOngwRh the

By CUENG S OKJIO R."IlG
TIt':CM\8OOIA OAllY

FIVe out of sixschools in Phnom
Penh's Russei Kco district have
reopened over the pas; fewweeks
as""'"of !hefuxxling imt~
the area since October has sub­
sided, schooIoffida], sailThursday,

Manyof the area's schools have
been closed since mid-0ctober
when water levels reeded almost2­
.-..deep.

The schools have added extra
days on theirschedules to makeup
for the lost lime,officials said, but
someraised roncemsthatthedam­
age caused by thewaterwiD require
lengthy &><I ~....,.,...

"So furthe authorities never take
care of the school situation. They
premise a newbuikling, fences and

By YUN SAMEAN
TIt':CAM800lA OMY

The Cambodian Human Rights
Adm Committee hascaRed on the
govmunent to focus itsenergy on
imI:roYing governance andreform.
ing the legal and judicial sector,
"""'" _ =ating lawslD regulate
h:a1 associations and0fg<lIlizali0ns

G<M::mment officials are a.un.'nt­
\y~ a romr.rehensM> law lD
regulate nongm'eJTlJllClltal organi­
zations and community groups,
which one senior official saidwwld
~redress serious irregularitiesof
NGO adivities,"

Manyin theNGOsector, howe.>­
cr,see the law as a imnof JZ'CS&.II'e
being llAXied on groupsthat have
been vocalcritics of the govern­
mcnt's 1XlO1" trock record onhwnan
rights, land rights and the fight

-~

By PRAK CIlAN TIlUL
THE CAM80DIADAilY

TheAweal CowtonThundayre­
dcced!hepiscn seseoceofCIJIl\Ii1.
edus pedophile Thomas Rapanos
Wayne,who was found guilty in
August of indecent d againsta 12­
ywd:l girl, fnm 2'h}'eII'S inpdsoo
lDone_,~lDJudgeThoo
Mony,

Rapanos Wayne, 55,JX'cidCllt of
the _ Fa> v;n,g" NGO
at the time of his arrest, was found
guilIybythePhnom PenhM..,;q"I
Cant 00Aug6 of ,."",ny >iliuSng
the l2yem'-oId

Thou Mony, chief of the three­
judgeAwcal Cant paoel, .00 rohY
Thun<laYs coseddcor oo.ring imt
theoourt redoced his sentence but
decided to uphold the municipal
court's $1,250 fine and order of
$1,000 in compensation to the vic­
tim'sfumily.

With Rapanos Wayne having
beenaresed inM>rdl, theredured
sentence means Ihat he will be free
in threemonths. Thou Monyand
""""JudgeSrog5wtha declined to
oornment 00 thereasons for there­
dicedseorece,

s..mJomgSd]"roJnby<liro:lorof
",>pedophile NGO i\dioo _ es
F.nmnts, which esssed polce in the
arrest and provided an attorney for
theW::tim. said hewasUJB!withthe
decision, saying that the Appeal
Cowt didnot take into acmunt that:
Rapanos Wayne had repeatedly
abused hisvdm

"If theycontinue to~ lightpm­
isI1Jna1t. abw<rs.;n rot bem~"
hem

SamJeang Sella notedthat Rape­
nosWayne's was thesecord6ghte;t
sentence for a seaal abuse crime,
following the Appeal Court's July
decision to reducethe sentenceof
coovcted _ pedophile NiIOta
8ekw, a3, :&em threeyearsin pisoo.
tosC< ITXltlthsam 15days.

TheAppeal Coort's dedsioo to re­
duceBekw's smtmce sp3l'kcd criti­
cism by then-US AmbassadorJo­
seph Mussomeli,who called the
lightsentm:::e "disaRxinting."

Dun Vibol, lawyerfor Rapanos
Wayne, called the decision a "h~

manitarian act,~ saying thatbesides
bdng_hisdialtissid<

"We won't appeal. [Rapanos
Wayne) is jwt waiting for thethree
months to finish and then go for
[trelicall """"",,I"hem

(Additional reporting byJames
W...)

Court Reduces
US Pedophile's
Prison Sentence


