
Alexander Trofimov, whose first jail term was
slashed bynearly half, is convicted for soliciting
sex with an underage girl in Sihanoukville
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granted by the government
in November 2001, Is being
planted with rubber trees.

On Monday and Tuesday,
villagers said that more than
100 police, military police and
soldiers from RCAF Brigade
31 tarted torching and dis­
mantling 300 villagers' homes
in Anlong Krom, in Kampots
Taken commune. leaving them
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Tan Monivann, deputy di­
-rector "gen eral of the Mong
Reththy Group, said that the
company has prepared 100
hectares ofland to build hous­
es for the villagers if they vol­
unteer to live there and work
for the company.

"We have welcomed all of
them if their intent is to live
there and work for us," he told
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been killed an d two others seri­
ousl unde d in a spateefland
mine incidents that have
occurred during the five-month
militarystandoffon the border.

Following a blast thatwound­
ed two Thai troops on October
6, Thai Foreign Ministry offi­
cials accused Cambodia oflay­
ing new anti-personnel mines
on Thai territory, calling it "a
grave threat for the interna­
tional community" and a viola­
tion of the 1997 mine ban
treaty.

But Cambodian officials
insist that theThais stepped on
mines left over from Cambo­
dia's civil war in the 1980s an d
1990s.

Furthermore, Phay Siphan
said that since unexploded
mines were only on the Cam­
bodian side of the border, the
blasts proved that the Thais
had cros sed into Cambodian
territory. •

officer at the anti-paedophile
NGO Action Pour les Enfants.

This week's trial was the third
attempt to get Trofimov into
court after a lack of lawyer de­
layed earlier trials.

"Iwo Cambodian women, Tit
Srey Mom and So Sina, were
also given to eight-year prison
terms on Thursday in connec­
tion with the case.

Troflmov was arrested in
2007 and first stood trial in
March of this year on cha rges
of abusing a 13-year-old girl.

He was sentenced to 13
years. but his prison term was
slashed to seven years by the
AppealsCourt in October.

Bith Kimhong. director of
the Anti-human Trafficking
an d Juvenile Protecti on De­
partment at the Minist ry of
Interior. said that from Janu­
ary to November of th is year.
seven foreigners were arrested
for having sexual relations
with children.

After years of being seen
as a haven for sexual preda­
tors, Cambodia in 2003 began
a campaign to clean up ilie
Kingdom's image by arresting
paedophiles and oilier sex of­
fenders, arresting dozens of
foreigners. •
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recent tensions along the coun­
tries' disputed border, Cambo­
dian officials said Thursday.

"TheThais firstlycomplained
that Cambodia isn't following
the convention banning land
mines. Secondly, they accused
Cambodia of planting new
mines in the border area ," said
Council of Minis ters spokes­
man Phay Siphan.

According to the Cambodian
delegation in Geneva, Phay
Siphan said, the Thai com­
plaints were ignored by the
other meeting participants.

"The other members of the
convention said nothing. They
did not listen to them," he 'told
the Post.

"They have understood we
are people who wan t onl y to
make peace. The Thais keep
misleading the world."

Chan Rotha, deputysecretary
general of the Cambodian Mine
Action Authority, said, "The

Russian paedophile
sentenced to 8 years
in second sex trial

BYCHEANG SOKHA

SlHANOUKVILLE Municipal
Court handed down a second
child-sex conviction to Rus­
sian businessman Alexander
Trofimov on Thursday for so­
liciting sex with an underage
girl, sentencing him to an ad­
ditional eight years in jail.

The 41-year-oldforme r chair­
man of Koh Puos Investment
Group, who is already serving
six years for sexual assault in
Cambodia's largest-ever pae­
dophilia case. appeared in
court for sentencing after miss­
ing the first two days ofhis trial.
said his lawyer. Saing Vannak,

He added that he was unsure
whether Trofimov would ap­
peal the ruling.

"I will talk to my clien t about
whether to appeal: he told
the Postafter the sentence was
handed down. "My client was
absent during the trial so the
decision is unfair:

Trofimov was convicted on
one of two counts of purchas­
ing sex from a minor, brought
by a single victim. •

The second count involving
17victims is still under investi­
gation, with a verdict expected
later, said Teng Maneth , a legal


