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By SAISG SOE!Io"THRmI
THE CN«XllA OAAY

Cambodia's rice production is
being oul:sti ipped by its regional
neighOOrs and must grow bothin
\clurir and clIicicrx:y if the eccoo­
my is to tip into thelucrative "white
gold" market, <6:ialstolda confur·
('flee inHmom PenhonTIiurnday.

WhileThailand diSmiI60n tons
ofrX:e on the 'MJIti rnarla;t~yrnr,
and Vletnam 5 million tons, Cam­
boctia.by~ tro >dlmy
ittIe. Agriadcure M;nWy_
of State Olan Tong~ said Be­
""""J......,,=.roMetchis
)'\'3", CanbxIia SlkiPst 5,400 loos
c:lrX:e toEurq:Je, hesaid.

''If~calla 'Wtme~:weoogtt
to puduce B:e ilr Slleto~
"'"~oounlries;betoCl

Briefing
Gov't Inaction on Flood
Assistance Irks Residents

Residents in Phnom Penh's
Russei Keo district Thursday
criticized the seeming inaction
of officials to lend assistance
amid flooding that has inundat­
ed communes with knee- and
even waist-deep water for up to
a month. District Governor
Klaing Huot saidThursday that
officials are in the process of
detennining how many families
1ive in the seven affected corn­
munes-Tuol Sangke, Russei
Keo, Kilometer 6, Svay Pale.
Chraing Chamreh Il, Phnom
Penh Thmei and Khmuonh.
"We will go help them soon,
after we note how many~
lies are affected, but I cannot
say when," K1aing Huot said.
The Cambodia Red Cross,
which has helped floodvictims
in the past, has not been given
the go-ahead to offer aid, said
Chheung Ngan, who heads the
Phnom Penh unit of the Red
Cross. Locals said Thursday
that the flooding is as bad as
ever: "My children have had to
stop school because the school
is flooded too," said Chan
Toeumg, so. of SvayPak com­
mune...It is difficult to find
clean water, and I have never
seen any authorities ask about
our situation: said Sok Chiscn,
39, also of Svay Pak. (Cheng
&_)

Warrant Out for Kratie
Thacher in Abuse Case

Police now have an arrest
warrant for Kratie province pri­
mary school teacher Do Sopy.
25, who is accused of sexually
abusing five of his students.
Parents of the girls, who were
between the ages of 8 and 10
yean; old, first filedpoticecern­
plaints in Ju ne . However, an
arrest warrant for Op Sopy was
on ly issu ed by the provincial
court "early last month," said
Keo Srey Sey, th e provincial
anti·h uman trafficking police
chief. ''We've received the ar·
rest warrant, and we alsocopied
the photo of the suspect to send
to po1ice invariousdistricts,.. he
__- belic'oe Do
Sopy is now hiding in Phnom
Penh with relatives, Keo Srey
Sey said. "Our police will not
brgive the suspect. We will try
our best to hwrt him down lOr
prosecution," he said. (K lich
Narm)

NATIONAL

Russian Pedophile Trial Remains in Limbo
B y P RAK CHA.'" THUL ney quit, reportedty due to a sore !xdlsaidlt..,.-luIn'l't'U'!Yedlhere-

THE CN«XllA DMY throat. and he has 00: hired a new cp.m fran the5ialoukviIeoourt
Mae that a yea- a!er he was IF· iaY.yef'. _ TraimJvwas the~ diroo-

rested in the rountry's largest pe- Explainingthe court inabilily to uc:lKoh I\Jos (CarrixxIia)~
doJ:hile case, thetmIc:l RLssian be- hold a trial without a lawyer to ment Group Ltd when he was
sinessman Alexander Thofumvreo. defend the Russian, SilunoukvilIe arrested-a company with a 99-
mains00 holdwith tittle indication court -judge Taing Sunlay said ~-Iea<le to develop a SJDmi!6oo
astowhenawiDtlkelXace. Thursday th at he requested a resort on Koh Pos island off the

Trofiroov, whowas initiallyarrest- court-appclnted lawyer for roastofSihanookvillc.
edon Oct 18 and accused of aces- Trofunov from the Cambodian Bar fulg Maneth, an attorney br the
ing17girls, isUJIlttLtly scrvinga six Association on Oct 7, but had not anti-pedoph ile NGO Action Pour
~ trim tern aftfrbeing<:oovKt. received aresponse. Les Enfants, which is rerresenting
ed by the Phnom PenhMunkipd Taing SunIay also said that he theW:tims in thecase,saidThars-
Cant of~ _ one14- &dn' know.n.t "'lUId hoppen if day tim "'" W<Xries ebccr them
_-oIdg;rl. thebn""ro."lre.,'_a "",ofthe~

Sihanoukville MunicipalCourt lawyersaying it is up to the court "Hecan' bing up thisecese, He
officials said Thursday that they drectrr. can afm:i a~,~ fuJg Malerh
don't Imow when the court 'MJUlcI Court Director Svay Sisarouth said1lJ.Jr.day,a:kmgthatstallinga
be aI* to try Trofimavfor his ;U. said Thursday by phone that she case was a tried and tested tech-
iegl-d~ abusec:l theletlsilJii ll'C was IU awarerI. theTnmncw case rQJe to CMidjJsOCe inCamIxda.
girIs. ' cn::I Wng~ooaJl.'POf18" . "They take this JIl.'leXt to delay.

Trofirmv's sccced tmI was post- Cata.1fll001lJ.Jnlday,Wlgting and normaIIy, \ictims might iJrgl1:
poned twice in September and be-President KyTedi and theasso- about v.t1al~ and bcccee
October because his jormer anor- dation's spokesman NouTharith tired c:l(waitingl," she said.

ADB Food Aid Project Hit by Complaints
By P AUL VRIEZE hcudlolds,addingthathchadalso riceback"headdcd.

A....O CHIIORN CHANSY heard of cases in which village Battambang Deputy Provincial
THf CM'aOOIAOo\llY chiefs, inchargeoftheroortiination GovernorSun Heng, projectman-

BATIAMBANG TOWN' Amid com- c:i theADS's b:::al rce distribution. ager for his province, said there
~ts over the sdection cl reese- hadal1cgedlykf;tsomeofthen:e.. have been ccmdalnts in Sampov
nmIy~",,_ AU compIa;ntswill be recorded Loun district's Santepheap ann-
from the Asian Development and revewed after the distribution mune from families excluded
Bank's Emergency Food Assi- is COO'lIiete. he said, adding that a from receivingrice. He said that if
stn:e Prqcd, which wasIainchcd complaint hodine telephone num those families are poor, he would
Wednesday, continued Thursday, bcrcan bebmdoo the~ben- ensure that they would be iJJdud.
officialssed dmy jss, 00 in the scccod """" of the IX">:
lhe~, $40 miIliln ADB Banteay Meanchey Deputy ject, which consists of food-for-

fX'O.iect is a1tefn¢ng to distribute Governor Pok Salny, who is also workpugrams.
rice to 68,(0) poor mmilies in 200 the project manager for his pro- By Thursday, households in 90
communes across six provinces vince, said there had been some communes in Battambang, Ban-
around the Tonlc Sap lake and in oomp1aints <NCr the !ll-lo:tioo. of vii- tea}' Mcanchcy, Pursat and Oddar
Oddar Mcanchcy. \aglys, most of them in Poipet He Mcanchcy province had received

ADB pujcd: irnpIcm;ntation offi. said thai: he hadbeard of one case rice.Distributionsin theremaining
cer Long Piscth said Thursday by in which~ JlOCC viIIagcrs 110 communes in three more
tl.'k;ilooethat there had ken a iw were poonguprceinthcirtrucks. pwirces v.uuId be oompIctcd by
complaints over the selection of "If this~wewiD take the Nov5,aa:ording to theADS.

More Rice Key to Market Competition: Officials
the gathering bekI by theebb of ~ Im«hodsJ. So we 010«1
CarnOOdian.,JoumalSs. to 00rrx:re to edccae OW" Dming

"Currently OUT country has 6.7 viIlagts to increase their rice~
miffion beceresetmd*" rce_ doom.. be sad, aIctingthatmany
vatioob.rtourrce~ haYe Jim. tumeB depend on II1Ofl9'JOIl rains
sed {X'OductMty on it..... Vll'lnamcan ratherthan irrigation.
produce rice at: four tons per bee. 8nm&Mlom, dcpJ.1y directa' c:i
tare and Thailand thn.-e tons per theminNry's dqmtrncnt of<lgI'Of»

hectare ," he said. CamJxxlia aver· my and agricultural land improve-
agesonly2.6 tonsperhectare. fIX'fIt, said that CamOOdia hadsent

In Korrooog~~ "'" """'*' ofC=llxxIm-...&nm-
q..la1iI.ysal, highinsarxi,nxiuct'Sthe Iy, Phka Malis and Kra Ngork
CM'nlIl rX:e oolp.1t.l-kM\."oU", thiscan Pong--(o Q;tari~ ....no are
bermmied~ theIIOJU" use rl oonsidcrTlg imJxx1ing Cambodian
n:nuaI arxI cnfrilI i.'Jtii2I.n, 0u1 rice. but who haveyet to make a
Toogy~ said. In Prey Vengp1)' deci<U1.
vince, unsuitable grourxJwatay aIsl Cambodian and Qatari officials
~ pu:b:tiviy to a d.ful annouru:d Wi Maythey~ (l(3'

haslU}\'!bem~heoDrd to~ a$aOmillioodealto~
"Seventy percent of OUT people plrt mxk.mi1ing rX:e~ Wi

arefIrrJus arxI tnn folkJwing our three~


